 How many patients are being
tested?
Patients are referred to our group from
all over the world, and approximately
100 patients have been tested.
 What is the cost of the test?
The test is offered free of charge for
the patients. Being tested involves
interviewing the patient about her
medical history and taking a small
blood sample (1.5 tablespoons).
 Why this test is offered?
The test is offered on a research basis
to better understand this condition,
identify other causes of moles, and
find ways to prevent them.

 When is the best time to
contact you?
Ideally, before the evacuation of
the molar pregnancy. This will
allow us to have a fresh sample
from the molar tissue for
research to better understand
the type of mole you have.
Patients and Health
Professionals, join our
research study on Molar
Pregnancy by contacting
us:
Rima Slim, Ph.D.
Principal Investigator
Tel: (514) 934-1934
Ext. 44519/ 44550
Email:
rima.slim@muhc.mcgill.ca
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Together we can make a
difference!

 What is a Molar Pregnancy?
A Molar pregnancy (Hydatidiform Mole) is an
abnormal human pregnancy with no embryo. It
contains only placental tissues.

There are 2 types of molar pregnancy:
 What are the common symptoms of a Molar
Pregnancy?
The clinical manifestations of a molar pregnancy may
include vaginal bleeding in the first trimester, larger
than normal growth of the uterus, anaemia, and
excessive nausea and vomiting.

 Current understanding of
moles
 After a first molar pregnancy, what
is my risk of having a second one?
The risk of a second molar pregnancy is 16% depending on populations.
 What is my risk of having a second
fetal loss?
After a fist molar pregnancy, the risk of a
second fetal loss, mostly in the form of
spontaneous abortion, is 10-25%.
 Are there nutritional factors that
increase my risk for moles?
There are no known nutritional factors that
increase significantly the risk for moles.

Although the existence of
hydatidiform moles had been
recognized for centuries, it is only in
the last three decades that our
molecular understanding of this
condition has begun to expand.
Recently, our group found a first
causative gene for molar pregnancy,

 What is the risk of
having a first molar
pregnancy?
In Canada and the United States,
this risk is 1 in every 1000-1500
pregnancies. This risk varies with
ethnicity, with women from some
ethnic groups being at a higher
risk.

 How many patients
have mutations in
NLRP7?
The frequency of mutations in
NLRP7 varies depending on
several factors, mainly the
medical and family histories of
the patients.

NLRP7.

 How can I benefit from this
information?
You can be tested for NLRP7
mutations and the test will allow
assessing your risk of recurrence.

 Can I still be tested if I
had had a mole?
Yes, having had a mole will
make you eligible for the test.

